


 

January 2, 2018 

Dear GCSANC Members, 

I hope this finds you all doing well and preparing for what promises to be another busy 
year in Northern California. 

I am reaching out to you today on behalf of the GCSANC Board of Directors concerning 
the Environmental Institute for Golf (EIFG) Rounds 4 Research program.  Rounds 4 
Research was started in 2012 to address funding shortages in the areas of turfgrass 
research, education and advocacy.  To date, the auction has raised more than $782,000 
nationally.   

The premise of the program is simple:  Golf facilities can support the effort by 
donating rounds of golf for two or four or “stay and play” packages and other items 
that will be auctioned online through a nationwide auction from April 30 – May 6, 2018. 

The proceeds from the online auction are designated by the participating facilities to 
their local GCSA chapter (in this case, GCSANC).  80 percent goes to the chapter with 
the remaining 20 percent going to EIFG to assist with marketing and technical costs of 
running the national auction. The auction is conducted through the bidding platform 
biddingforgood.com.  Donated items can be viewed at https://www.biddingforgood.com/
auction/auctionhome.action?vhost=eifg.  

GCSANC can then decide how best to spend the funds in the areas of research, 
education or advocacy efforts.    

I’m asking each of you to consider donating a twosome or foursome from your facility 
to the auction.  In times of declining membership, participation and sponsorship, these 
additional funds can be critical to our chapter to continue providing the member 
services to which you have become accustomed.   

The donation process can be completed online and takes approximately 10 minutes.  
Please visit http://www.eifg.org/research/rounds-4-research/donate-a-round/online-form 
and complete the form.   

The participating facility has the ability to restrict rounds to certain days and times, 
as well as the option of setting your opening bid.  You can send in your own certificate 
for the donation or the EIFG will create a certificate for you.   

If you have any questions concerning Rounds 4 Research, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me, and I appreciate your time and consideration.  You will be assisting your 
local chapter as well as raising funds for the future of the game.   

Sincerely,  

Stacy Wallace 
Director of Golf Course Maintenance 
Bay Club Stone Tree 
Vice President, GCSA of Northern California 

GCSANC R4R 
COMMITTEE 

Brian Boyer, Cinnabar 
Hills Golf Club – South 
Bay 

Gavin Dickson, Tehama 
Golf Club - Monterey 

Tim Powers, Poplar Creek 
Golf Course – SF/
Peninsula 

Stacy Wallace, Bay Club 
Stone Tree - North Bay
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The Importance of 
 
Agronomic Research

Auction dates: April 30 - May 6, 2018

Environmental Institute for Golf is the philanthropic organization of GCSAA.

Research

Research in areas such as water quality and conservation, pest management and nutrient use significantly enhances the ability of golf 
facilities to operate more efficiently. This agronomic-focused research directly supports new and improved management programs and 
the development of new products. It can also have an impact in the following areas:

• Water quality protection research helps ensure regulatory compliance and environmental stewardship
• Water management research ensures healthy turfgrass and operational efficiency
• Nutrient management helps improve playing surfaces and water quality
•  Pest management research contributes to improvements in the way threats to turfgrasses are controlled in the never-ending

fight against pests

Education

Turfgrass and golf course superintendent associations partner with university scientists and industry professionals to conduct  
high-quality, research-based education. Expanding knowledge is critical in developing innovative management programs that benefit 
both the golf course and the golfer. 

Advocacy

Since golf facilities are businesses that have the ability to impact the environment, it is only natural that they are subject to regulation 
that may impact land and water use, storm water runoff, energy consumption and the use of nutrients and pesticides. However, a  
regulation can have unintended negative consequences if it is not created with a comprehensive view. By taking an active approach to 
the regulatory process, the golf industry can actually help craft or influence policy in a manner that is beneficial to all parties involved. 

Scholarships

Scholarships are an investment in the future of the game. They are a commitment to the people who will directly impact the game, 
supporting the educational pursuits of future golf course managers. 

Scholarships have been a part of the EIFG’s focus since 1955, when the organization was founded as the GCSAA Scholarship and 
Research Fund. In the last year, the EIFG awarded more than $170,000 in scholarships and grants.

Environmental Programs

The EIFG is focused on providing golf courses with resources that enhance their social, economic and environmental value to  
communities. Resources for golf course managers include case studies, the GCSAA Values document, best management practices 
and the IPM Planning Guide.

Help us keep the future of our game green. Support the EIFG’s Rounds 4 Research program.

Imagine the functionality of today’s golf courses or the ability to manage them in an economically viable manner  
if there were no resources to fuel innovation, address challenges brought on by Mother Nature or respond to  
regulatory pressures. The absence of ongoing university-based research, education, advocacy programs and course 
operation resources threatens the ability of these small businesses to succeed and of golfers to maximize their  
experience. In short, the lack of this support directly impacts our quality of life.

Rounds
Research
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