Assistant Superintendent Profile:

Michael Knoll, Assistant Superintendent,
The Links at Spanish Bay
By ERIC GREEN, Assistant Superintendent, Poppy Hills Golf Course

It’s always great to showcase some of the up and coming
talent in our industry. Northern California has some
of the richest history in golf, with great courses and
hardworking crews that keep them in exceptional
condition. For this issue, we interviewed Michael Knoll,
Assistant Superintendent at The Links at Spanish Bay in
Pebble Beach, CA.

EG: What made you decide to
get into golf maintenance?
MK: I originally had my own
lawn and landscape service back
home in Louisiana. I started
mowing a neighbor’s yard at the
age of 12, and sold the business
after I graduated college. It
afforded me to be able to pay my
own way through college, and
make many lasting relationships
over the years. I loved it, but felt
I needed to give it up to chase a
career in Finance or Economics.
I went on to start a career in San
Francisco in the corporate world, which lasted for 9 years.
I wasn’t happy for those 9 years. I found myself constantly
peering out of my corner office window staring at Lake
Merced Golf Club, just dreaming of being on the course
instead of the office. One day in mid-August of 2013, it
was a Thursday, I went to work and quit. I knew I didn’t
want that life, but wasn’t sure what I wanted to do. I
took a break for a few months and attended lots of San
Francisco Giants games, which is where I realized what I
wanted to do for my next career. Mrs. Victoria, another
season ticket holder in our section, knew my situation

and was just picking my brain. She asked me a simple
question, “What would your dream job be? What would
you do for free if you had all the money in the world?”
Without hesitation, I answered, “Take care of this place
or a golf course!” The decision was made right there, and
I went on a journey to figure out how to make it happen.
EG: What is your proudest accomplishment in the
industry?
MK: My proudest moment was the 2019 U.S. Open!
After only getting into the industry in the winter of 2013,
with the help and support of so many people, I was able to
work the U.S. Open taking care of the front nine greens.
EG: Who would you consider your most influential
mentor in the industry?
MK: There is not just one person, but I can say that without
Tim Sedgley I’m not sure I would be in this industry. He
took a chance on me in the beginning, giving me my first
job. He also mentored me to go back to school, get a
turf certificate from University of Rutgers, and helped me
land a position on the Pebble Beach Golf Links staff.
EG: Where did you grow up?
MK: I grew up in New Orleans, La.
EG: Your best Nicknames?
MK: There’s a few, but I think the funniest is ‘Sexy Boots,”
which one of the veteran crew members, Hector at Pebble
Beach, tagged me with.
EG: If you could drive any vehicle, what would it be?
MK: Lingenfelter C7 Z06 Corvette 2006
EG: Curly fries or regular, and why?
MK: Regular, they are just better.
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EG: What is the funniest thing you have ever seen on
a golf course?
MK: My Dad’s best friend, Mr. Kelly, had been baiting
my brother about how far he could drive the golf ball. So
he bet my brother he could out drive him. My brother was
only 16 or 17 at the time, and Mr. Kelly set my brother’s
ball on the tee. Needless to say, my brother didn’t realize
it was an exploding golf ball. Henry (my brother) was
licking his chops, and swung the perfect swing…BOOM,
white powder exploded all over the place. HAHAHAHA!
EG: What is one thing that most people don’t know
about you?
MK: I have a blanket named Blublu that I’ve had since
birth. It’s my most prized possession.
EG: What was your lowest score playing golf, and
where?
MK: 94 at Spanish Bay
EG: What is your favorite manual labor job on the
golf course and why?
MK: Rotary mowing rough (walk behind). Rotary
mowing brings me back to being a kid; it’s almost a form
of meditation and relaxation. The best part is that out
here on the Monterey Peninsula is it’s in the 60’s instead
of 90’s, and the views are not too shabby.

EG: If you had your choice, what would you do in
retirement?
MK: Mow rough or fairways 3 days a week, and travel all
over the world.
EG: Favorite sports teams?
MK: The Bayou Bengals, Louisiana State University.
GEAUX TIGERS!!! Also, the New Orleans Saints and
San Francisco Giants.
EG: What’s your favorite type of grass to manage as
a putting surface and why?
MK: Poa. It’s all I know.

EG: If you could have lunch with anyone, past or
present, who would it be and why?
MK: Fat PawPaw, and we would have lunch while
enjoying a baseball game. He taught me the love of the
game. I think of him every time I enter a baseball park.
EG: What is your favorite golf maintenance related
quote?
MK: “Gonga La Gonga”

EG: Greatest piece of advice anyone has given you?
MK: Be myself, create my own story, and don’t be afraid
to break some rules.
EG: If you had to survive on a deserted island for 1
year, aside from food and water, what 5 items would
you bring with you to occupy your time?
MK: My wife, my blankie, music, a machete and matches.
EG: Favorite Beer?
MK: I’m closing in on my 7th year of sobriety.
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